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of the street and of the drawing-room."* He would be asked severely what help he could give, and, as a result of his terrified and drowsy stammerings would be sent to bed for another hour, to see whether in that time inspiration would visit him. Six or eight times in the course of the night would this scene be repeated ; and at last Lassailly, who was delicate, became seriously ill and had to leave Les Jardies, ever after looking back on the terrible Balzac and his appalling night-watches, as a nightmare to be recalled with a shudder.
Balzac, deprived of Lassailly's valuable assistance, worked on alone; and at first everything seemed likely to go well with "L'Ecole des Menages." f The Renaissance, a new theatre which had opened on November 8th, 1838, with the first representation of Victor Hugo's " Ruy Bias," seemed willing to take Balzac's play to follow this ; and M. Armand P6rem£, a distinguished antiquary whom Balzac had met at Frapesle, was most active in conducting the negotiations. However, in the end, the Renaissance refused the drama. Balzac was terribly dilatory, and irritated every one by not keeping his engagements, and he was also high-handed about the arrangements he considered necessary to the success of his tragedy. His unfortunate monetary embarrassments, too, made it necessary for him to
* <f Balzac en Pantoufles/' by Leon Gozlan.
t See ''''L'Ecole des Menages" in "Autour de Honore de Balzac/1 by the Vicomte de Spoelbercb. de Lovenjoul.e Balzacspondance/' vol. i. p. 453.d beautilu 1 plans about this when first he arrived at Li-sit*asterly defence of his
